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Published following Celebration of the 
Centennial of the Church during the 
year 1946, concluding with a Pageant 
of church history Sunday evening, 
December 1, 1946. , 
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Edited by J. M. Beck 


From a history of the early years of 
the church by J. W. Williams, from 
church and other records, and from 
personal recollections and participation 
in church events since 1903, together 
with data provided by the pastor, Rev. 
Lester Greenwood, who compiled also 
the membership list. | 
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The Centerville Methodist church 2elebrated 
its 100th anniversary in 1946. It was the first 
church of any denomination organized in the 
county. It thus exemplified the zeal and foresight 
of the early circuit riders who blazed the way for 
Methodism in this great state. Rev. Hugh Gibson 
was a circuit rider on the Bloomfield circuit, ac- 
cording to the best records available. He minis- 
tered to the little group in and around Centerville 
who organized the church. This early day history 
has fortunately been written by J. W. Williams 
who came to Centerville in 1855. He was identified 
prominently with the church from within a few 
years of its beginning until well after the dedica- 
tion of the third church building in 1906. His 
history covers the period from 1846 to 1890. From 
that date it has been continued by J. M. Beck who 
came in 1903 and has been a member of the 
church board ever since, was superintendent of 
the Sunday school for 12 years, and is how, 
January 1947, president of the board of trustees. 
As the 100th year came to a close the church for 
the first time achieved a membership of 1,000 
counting both active and inactive, many of the 
latter having left Centerville but not having 
transferred Membership. On the last Sunday of 
1946 new members received by letter or vonfession 
of faith numbered 35. 


The history which follows was prepared by 
J. W. Williams from personal participation and 
the church records then available. The portion 
prepared by J. M. Beck was from church records 
from 1890 until his arrival in 1903, and then from 
being identified with the progress of the church 
in its various capacities. This joint manuscript 
was used in the history of the church published 
in the Daily Iowegian and Citizen Centennial Edi- 
tion of Nov. 29, 1946, with some portions omitted 
to bring it within the space available. The fol- 
lowing pages contain considerably more addi- 
tional data and comment. This booklet might >e 
more presentable typographically on a regular 
book paper. But a bond paper with rag content is 
used because it has far longer life. It is possible 
that some families will pass this booklet down 
through the next 100 years when it will Zurnish 
valuable information to those entering upon the 
third century of history. Some with children may 
wish a copy for each child so they may have a 
momento of the church in which their parents 
held membership and where their early years 
were passed. 
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A HISTORY OF THE FIRST M. E, CHURCH OF 
CENTERVILLE, IOWA 
FROM ITS ORGANIZATION UNTIL 1890 
By J. W. Williams 


The First M. E. Church was organized by the 
Rev. Hugh Gibson at the home of William S. Man- 
son about one and one-half miles south of the 
town of Centerville in the year 1846. It consisted 
of six members as follows: William S. Manson, 
Isabel Manson, Jesse Wood, Sister Wood, Rebea 
Hopkins, and Mrs. Caughran. 


This was the first religious society organized 
*n Appanoose county. At that time Centerville 
was just platted, but no buildings were erected 
until 1847. William S. Manson preached the first 
sermon on the town plat; it is said he used the 
head of a whiskey barrel as a pulpit. The society 
grew in numbers and in strength so that in the 
year 1852 a lot was bought on the corner of Wash- 
ington and Jefferson (Now 14th and later Haynes 
Ave.), and a church built, 30x40 at a cost of about 
$800.00. 


Previous to this meetings were held at private 
houses and at a log school house in the south part 
of town. After getting into the new church Sun- 
day school was organized with Frank Spooner as 
superintendent. 


In these early times society was in a very 
crude state; the people were poor and lived in 
primitive style? The church was lighted at night 
by candles hung around the walls; no carpet on 
any part of the floor or pulpit; there was but one 
heating stove and it was placed in the center of 
the room. A wagon load of coal would be piled 
up on the floor around the stove. There were few 
clocks among the people so they guessed at the 
church time. The congregation was very irregu- 
lar in gathering. It was the custom of those gath- 
ering early to gather in groups in the church and 
talk loudly about their land, crops, cattle, ete. In 
the warm weather the men came without coats. 
The women wore sunbonnets which they would 
remove and use as fans. 


The church was the best audience room in 
the town. Political meetings and other public 
gatherings were held there. At one time court 
was held in the church. 


About the year 1858 William S. Manson was 
elected in the town as Justice of the Peace and 
had his office in the church. 


From the organization of the church up to 
1868 the Society belonged to the Centerville cir. 
cult, which consisted at that time of most of that 
part of Appanoose county which lies west of the 
Chariton river. The preachers who have served 
the Centerville circuit from the beginning up to 
1855 as near as can now be ascertained were 
Thompson Rowley (1850), Winiggs (1851), John 
Darrah (1852), Gibson (1853), Dennis, Prather, 
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and Thomas Dixon (1854). In the fall of 1855 
R. B. Allender came on the circuit and remained 
two years. While Brother Allender was here a 
Parsonage was bought which was located on the 
corner of Washington and School (now probably 
Haynes) streets. There was an indebtedness hang- 
ing on the parsonage which for several years was 
a thorn in the side of the official board. 


After Brother Allender came E. L. Briggs 
(1857), assisted by Bro. Hill, one year, 1857-8; 
George Clark, two years 1858-60; Cyrus Morey, 
two years 1860-2; Henry Crellin one year 1862-3; 
George W. Byrkit, two years, 1863-5; John Welsh, 
removed after three months to Missouri; R. Ste- 
phens filled out the year 1865-6: J. H. Hopkins, 
two years 1866-8; in the year 1868 Centerville was 
made a station with Miltiades Miller preacher in 
charge, 

For years there had been trouble on the music 
question. The opposition to the introduction of 
books with music, or the use of a tuning fork was 
so great that some withdrew on that account. 
The trouble was mostly with members from the 
country. After this charge was made a station 
the music trouble soon subsided. 


In 1870 a new parsonage was built on the 
corner of Jefferson and Van Buren streets at a 
cost of about $1200. It was a six roomed frame 
house, and good for that day. 


.. . The church building was now growing old. 
It had served its day. With those who were asso- 
ciated with it in early days it was indeed a hal- 
lowed spot. Here many a hard battle had been 
fought with the powers of darkness and many a 
glorious victory won. Here many who are now 
safe in the Land Beyond the River were born into 
the Kingdom. Here we had looked tor the last 
time into the pale faces of our loved ones. Below 
we give the names of a few of those who loved to 
worship in the old church and who have “entered 
into rest.” 


Perry Stewart, Benjamin Spooner, Rebecca 
Alexander, Frank Spooner, W. S. Manson and 
Wife, Sister Mansfield, Samuel Dickey, Lucian 
Bryant, Sara J, Rommel, Elizabeth Hinkle, Henry 
Aferbaugh, John Pullman and wife, Maria L. 
Green, Jacob Williams, Joshua Miller and wife, 
Mary A. Mashon. 


In the fall of 1876 the foundation for a new 
church was laid on the corner of Washington and 
Main streets. The building committee consisted 
of D. H. Steele, J. R. Wooden and J. W. Williams. 
The corner stone was laid ceremoniousiy by the 
Rev. T. B. Corkhill August 1877. 


The articles deposited in the corner stone 
were Bible, hymn book, discipline of the M. E. 
church, church almanac, for 1877, Christian Ad- 
vocate, Western Christian Advocate, Northwestern 
Christian Advocate, Central Christian Advocate, 
the Citizen, Tribune and Journal, papers publish- 
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ed in Centerville, a register of the names of the 
presiding elders of the district, pastor, building, 
committee, trustees, stewards, local preachers, 
class leaders, superintendent of Sabbath school, 
together with the names of all members of the 
society and all persons contributing to the erec- 
tion of the building, with the amount contributed 
by each, the names of the mechanics who erected 
the house, names of pastors of the several church- 
es in the town, an Iowa official and ‘statistical 
table for 1876, also a list of the city officers of 
Centerville, and the valuation of taxable property 
of Appanoose county for 1876. 


The church building was completed and dedi- 
cated in the fall of 1878 by Bishop Andrews, The 
building was brick with furnace room in the base- 
ment, gallery in front, a class room under the 
gallery and a chapel in the rear of the auditor- 
ium. The size was 45x80 feet. The windows were 
memorial. The cost of the building was about 
$7,000. The bell cost $400. 


It has this inscription cast on it: 


Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 
Ring out the narrowing lust of zold, 
Ring out the thousand years of war, 
Ring in the thousand years of peace, 
Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand, 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 


In the fall of 1880 the Iowa annual conference 
was held in this church, Bishop J. F. Hurst pre- 
siding. The society was incorporated conformable 
to the laws of Iowa Jan. 10, 1878. The names of 
M. M. Walden, J. A. Calvert, J. B. Maring, B. A. 
Ogle and J. W. Williams are in the articles of in- 
corporation as trustees. 


These articles are copied on the county rec- 
ords, Misc. No. 1, page 261. 


May 1888 the Ladies Aid society had the walls 
and ceilings nicely frescoed at an expense of $300. 
The work was done by W. H. Johnson of Burling- 
ton. While the decorating was being done for four 
weeks the court house was used for church ser- 
vices, Sunday school and week night prayer meet- 
ing. 

The names of preachers of this society since 
it became a station are as follows: Miltiades 
Miller, one year 1868-69: R. S. Robinson, one year 
1869-70; C, S. Jennis, one year 1870-71; J. A. Wil- 
Son, three years 1871-4; D. B. Smith died and 
William Thatcher filled the time 1874-5; T. E. 
Corkhill, two years 1875-7; H. E. Wing, three years 
1877-80; I. P. Teter, three years 1880-83; W. G. 
Thorn, three years 1883-6;..E. L. Schreiner, three 
years 1886-9; Dennis Murphy, one year 1889-90; 
T. J. Myers, one year 1890-1; C. V. Cowan, four 
years 1891-5; I. O. Kemble, three years 1895-8; 
E. C. Brooks, 1898. 
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Notation by J. M. Beck 1946 


At the time of the dedication of the new 
church in 1906 the conference historian, E. H. 
Waring, furnished some data about the former 
pastors, conforming in the main to the above, the 
following names of pastors being added: A. W. 
Johnson, 1849, the circuit then known as Center- 
ville Mission, 146 members; William Thatcher is 
listed in 1865 between Welch and Hopkins, who 
in 1875 came again to take the place of D. B, Smith 
who died. E. C. Brooks is listed for 1898-9 and 
A. V. Kendrick 1900-03. 


Rev. Waring gives the membership for each 
preacher. It was 149 in 1849, 352 in 1852, up to 
400 in 1853 when Unionville was taken from the 
circuit, down to 362 in 1855, probably about the 
time of the music trouble, up to 525 in 1857, when 
Bell Air, located near the present town of Numa, 
was taken from the circuit, down to 215 in 1859, 
listed as low as 88 in 1864, which was war time 
and may or may not be in error, but it was up 
to 314 in 1865, so probably the 88 was not right. 
However, it was down to 130 in 1868 and as low 
as 122 in 1875. Then it began to climb and the 
next year was 197, and was 264 in 1882 and 429 in 
1885. It dropped to 286 in 1889, up to 495 in 1894, 
and 675 in 1803 as the new church enterprise was 
undertaken. 


Centerville was in the Iowa conference and 
successively in the Des Moines, Keokuk, Ottum- 
wa, Albia, Ottumwa, Albia, Ottumwa, Keokuk 
and Ottumwa districts. 

Rev. Waring expresses the belief that the 
early first service was from Bloomfield circuit, of 
which Rev. Gibson was pastor in 1845-6, 


Additional data 1890 to 1900 taken from His- 
torical Record No. 2 on file at the Church business 
office follows: 


Under the pastorate of T. J. Myers there was 
a gracious revival and over 100 were received into 
the church. 


There was also a movement started to build 
a new parsonage. Committees on finance and 
plans were appointed and Jot secured. 


C. V. Cowan Pastorate— 


C. V. Cowan was appointed in September 1891, 
and by the cooperation of the financial and build. 
ing committees, and by the contributions of the 
members and friends of the church we have been 
enabled to erect one of the best parsonages in the 
Iowa conference. It will be completed and ready 
for occupancy by Oct. 15 at a cost of $4,000. 

(This is the building at 637 N. Main. The last 
pastor to occupy was Rev. W. P, Stoddard, who 
thoved from it to the parsonace built in the new 
church erected 1904-06. The above parsonage was 
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sold to William Vinzant, father of Harley Vinzant 
who occupies it in 1946.) 


_ Proceeding with the data left by Rev. C. V. 
Cowan— | 


The revival interests of this year 1892-3 re- 
sulted in about 40 conversions and accessions to 
the church. The benevolent collections were not 
So large as last year, but in the aggregate we 
raised over $3,000. 


Having been returned for the year 1893-4 we 
began early in the fall to plan and pray for a 
general revival. I had been in correspondence 
with Sister Maggie J. Harirs for some time and 
succeeded in receiving her services for the second 
week in January. With a few faithful souls we 
held the week of prayer which was the begianing 
of a glorious revival. 


Revival services proper opened Jan. 7 and 
continued for seven weeks. Bro. Harris jed in song 
and Sister Harris conducted the meeting. The 
result was 450 professed conversions in and out 
of the church. A number joined other churches 
and 250 united with our church on probation. 


On July 15, 1894 we had a glorious day for the 
church: 130 were received into the church in full 
membership. The entire membership was reor- 
ganized and placed in ten classes under proper 
leaders; while our regular Wednesday night rray- 
er meeting had an attendance of 150 through the 
Summer months, and two cottage meetings each 
week with an average attendance of 40. 


The revival greatly increased our benevo- 
lences this year and gave us a total of $550, the 
largest the church has ever reported. 


My pastoral term closes Sept. 10 (1895) after 
four years service. The records show that 300 
members have been received into full connection 
by letter and from probation. During this time 
the church has raised nearly $11,000. 


I, O. Kemble Record— 


I was appointed to this charge in September, 
1895. Found a divided church. Have toiled for 
three years to bring about harmony. The indica- 
tions are good for a Sweeping revival. The church 
house has been (not quite completed) repaired 
aid improved to the amount of $1,000. I love this 
people. 

Had hoped to remain longer and share in the 
whitening harvest. My successor is a strong man 
and I trust will witness a great ingathering. 


Rev. E. C, Brooks Record— 


I camc to the work early in October 1898. 1 
found the charge ina very healthy condition and 
was very kindly received by all parties. 

During this year there was but very little 
progress in any direction. I was returned in the 
fall of 1899 for my second year. 
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Early in the second year quite a number were 
converted and in a quiet way a revival spirit pre- 
vailed during the entire year. Twenty-seven unit- 
ed with the church on probation of whom 20 were 
received into full membership. 


During this year the greater part of the rooms 
in the parsonage were papered. A new plank side- 
walk was built in front of the parsonage and a 
new brick walk on the north side of the church. 


The .astor was active in the anti-saloon work 
and aroused considerable opposition thereby. 


My pastorate terminated in the fall of 1900 
and Rev. A. V. Kendrick was appointed as my 
successor. He is a good man and justly »opular 
among the people whom he serves and I hope 
good things for Centerville Methodism under his 
leadership. 


But I wish again to record my conviction that 
Methodism can never hope to accomplish her 
mission in this community until she erects a 
church capable of seating from 800 to 1200 people. 


Further Notations by J. M. Beck 


I came to Centerville in March, 1903. A. V. 
Kendrick was then pastor, 1900-03. 


He left no summary on record of his pator- 
ate. An inspection of the church record shows 
great numbers of accessions. 


During the period September 1900 to the 
winter of 1963 about 115 names appear as being 
entered on the pr vation record. Then came the 
Billy Sunday meeting about June 1903. On July 
39 and 12 the record shows the entry of 176 names 
on the probation record. 


- Those were notable days at the church ser- 
vices, room crowded to overflowing. 


A son of A. V. Kendrick, W. R. C. Kendrick, 
studied law in the C. F. Howell office and married 
a Centerville girl, daughter of the A. C. Stones. 
The daughter of another pastor, Rev. Thomas E. 
Corkhill, was claimed as a bride by HRemmerly 
Williams, after she had left Centerville. Some 
credit her as the eighth P. E. O. following the 
original ‘seven, maybe it was the ninth, records 
are inconclusive. Her father was a saintly lovable 
man, an early devoted sponsor of Iowa Wesleyan. 


Had it not been for the Sunday meetings we 
would have had legal saloons opened in Center- 
ville, a petition signed by the required 65 per cent 
was ready for filing. His vehement attacks on 
the saloon resulted in so many withdrawing their 
hames that the petition failed. 


New Church Building 


The year 1904 was of momentuous import- 
ance as the church took up in earnest the project 
of building a new church. Shortly after the arri- 
val of the new pastor, Rev. Dr. W. P. Stoddard, in 
September 1903, he began laying the groundwork 
for a new church. He was a man of remarkable 
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organizing ability and initiative, very resourceful] 
in ideas, and a spirit that never said quit under 
the most unfavorable circumstances. 


The church had enjoyed a marked growth as 
a result of the Harris meetings, then the Sunday 
meetings. On Jan. 3, 1904, 67 probationers from 
the Sunday meetings were received into full 
membership. | 


On Sept. 28, 1903, the initial official move was 
made toward the new church when a committee 
was appointed to ascertain the situation and 
report. Dec. 4 the quarterly conference decided to 
undertake the building. On Dec. 9 a church mass 
meeting ratified this action and on Dec. 11 the 
canvassing committee was organized, outlining 
their work Dec. 24 and beginning it Jan. 7, 1904. 
On March 11 it was reported that $15,000 was 
subscribed and on April 8 it had grown to $18,000. 
at the new church round up March 11, or it may 
have been March 10, the goal was set at $25,000. 
Of this amount it was hoped to get $20,000 from 
the membership, $9,000 from outside sources. 


This meeting was at the pastor’s home on 
North Main. Music figured prominently on the 
program, perhaps for the suspected uplifting it 
would generate. Vocal solos were sung by Mrs. 
J. K. Huston, Mrs. J. M. Beck, Mrs. W. M peers, 
and Grace Dillon; duets by Ruby Randle and 
Lottie Efaw, also F. E. King and W. E. Hays, and 
a flute solo by William Bashaw. The church chen 
abounded in musical talent. 


On April 13, the quarterly conference decided 
to build on the old site, replacing the 21d church, 
corner Main and Washington. J. W. Williams 
agreed to give the lot to the south instead of the 
two to the east as he had previously proposed. 
This would make a 100 foot front. 


It was decided to build the parsonage in con- 
nection, a special idea of the pastor who had 
come from Connecticut where such arrangements 
were common. This caused a lot of discussion in 
and out of the official meetings. But Dr. Stoddard 
was resourceful and determined and won his 
Wish. On April 28 it was decided to buy the lots 
on the west side of the street and build there. 
This would provide more room for the parsonage. 
The Little lot could be had for $3,000, the Clark 
lot for $2500. 


It was decided on June 17, two years before 
the day of dedication, to boost the cost to $30,000 
if pressed brick, $32,000 if stone. 

-. J. P. Eisentrout of Sioux City was chosen ar- 
chitect. Early in October the foundation contract 
was let to Eckman & Peterson, Marshalltown, la. 


In the church weekly publication, The Wel- 
come, which Dr. Stoddard used to fine effect in 
Promoting many unique ideas to further the 
building, appeared the following on Sept. 25: 
It was announced that every member was ex- 
pected to subscribe, if able to do so, and that, 
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“every member should be a supporter or a claim- 
ant, the member who is able to support the church 
and will not is unworthy of membership and 
Should eiiher seek pardon for his sins or with- 
draw his membership.” 


The church building committee was organized 
as follows: T. R. Riggs, grocer; R, A. McKee, build. 
ing fund treasurer, shoe store; Dr. C. S. James, 
and J. A. White, together with the pastor. On the 
committee at first were F. E. King, superintendent 
of schools who moved away, and R. M. Hicks, 
insurance and real estate, who resigned. 


Following were the contractors: Foundation, 
Eckman & Peterson, Marshalltown; builders, Fos- 
ter & Powers, Joliett, IL; furnishings, American 
Seating Co., Grand Rapids; art glass, Schuler 
Mueler Co., Chicago; heating Roberts Heating Co., 
Minneapolis; plumbing, R. I. Peatman, Center- 
ville; frescoing, J. C. Over & Sons, Ft. Wayne; 
electric and gas fixtures, Kraushar Co., St. Louis. 


+. The fore part of March 1904 the contract was 
let for the superstructure to Foster and Powers, 
Joliet, Iil., for $24,696. The foundation cost $6,700, 
Site $4,500, and furnishings, architect and super- 
intendent were expected to run the total to 
$40,000. 


The contract was let for light pressed brick 
with stone trimmings. A considerable discussion 
arose in the church and board after the tounda- 
tion was built as to whether they should proceed 
with the main structure, or cover the foundation 
and wait for a larger subscription list. 


-. The corner stone was laid April 21, 1905. Rev. 
Somerville of Oskaloosa preached the sermon, text 
“If.the foundation be destroyed what shall the 
righteous do?” 


After the service in the.old church the scene 
shifted to the new where the stone was placed 
and some talks made. Rev. F. L. Moffett of the 
Christian church said spiritual life manifests it- 
self in architecture. Rev. D. J. Mitterling of the 
Presbyterian church said Jesus Christ is the chief 
corner stone. Rev. J. D. Vannoy of the First Bap- 
tist said such a project encourages the christian 
life of the community. Rev. W. S. Gardner of 
Moulton spoke of the greater opportunities in the 
new church. J, M. Beck said that making such an 
improvement indicates the higher life is not lost 
Sight of. J. K. Huston said it is Plain that the 
great effort it takes to build is worth while. Mrs. 
W. P. Stoddard said women are in all] great under- 
takings and are in this. Mrs. G. W. Randle said 
the Aid society was one of the first to urge the 
effort and had already contributed $1,900 and 
started on another. Other speakers were Rev. 
I. B. Jones of Exline, Miss Phronia Burkett, Rev. 
A. V. Kendrick, former pastor, Rev. G. W. Barker 
of Unionville and Mrs. Nova Warnick sang a solo, 


* On Jan. 19, 1906, an appeal was published in 
the lowegian, and probably in other newspapers, 
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setting forth the great value of churches in the 
community and closing: We have before us a. 
‘great undertaking and need help. Relatively poor 
and having little wealth, we seek the assisiance 
of our friends throughout the city and county. 
Unless this help is forthcoming we cannot pay 
out, and a church debt is a burden, not only to 
that particular church, but to the entire com- 
munity. We are not building for ourselves. The 
people own the church. We are not paupers, but 
we do need our friends in this emergency. 


Farewell to Old Church 


Farewell was said to the church home of al- 
most 30 years on Sunday, June 10, 1906. The con- 
gregation in reminiscence and testimony told of 
the things that made the old building dear to 
them and the parting sad, 


Historical sketches of Centerville Methodism 
by Rev. Waring of Oskaloosa, conference histor- 
ian, and J. W. Williams were read. Mr. Williams 
told also of the old building at 14th and Wash- 
ington that cost $800, dedicated in 1852, the new 
church now being left dedicated in 1878 at a cost 
of $7,200, and now the new church which it was 
estimated would cost more than six times as 
much. J. B. Maring called to mind the trustees of 
the church in 1878, several now gone. S. C. James 
told how he had become attached to the church 
in 19 years’ residence. L. W. Orr told how coming 
a Stranger he found a pleasant church home. John 
Elliott told of the cordial greeting he received 2 
years ago. Mrs. Fannie Walden told of old time 
associations, many now broken. Mrs. G. W. Ran- 
dle told of the Ladies Aid work, the old time exhi- 
bitions and suppers, how the first organ was pre- 
sented, also the change to round notes trom 
Square ones in the music. T. R. Riggs spoke of 
the pleasure in looking forward. Mrs. S. C. James 
told how Sunday school children had grown to 
manhood and womanhood. J. A. White recalled 
how people over the county talked of the fine 
church being built in the ’70’s. R. J. Baker spoke 
of his father being interested in the building. Mrs. 
Shirey spoke of her work with the children. 


G. W. Randle said it was the only church he 
ever expected to see entered and left in sis life- 
time. T. J. Greene said some of the best people on 
earth are in Centerville. J. W. Campbell spoke of 
how dear the church had become to him in only 
a year since moving from Brazil and asked all 
who would attend the last prayer meeting in the 
building Wednesday night to rise, many doing so. 
Joseph Turner spoke his gratefulness for church 
associations and R. F. Bashaw told what it had 
meant to him. 


The building was sold to the Believers and 
became the Gospel Hall. 


Dedication of the New Church 
Dedication day, June 17, 1906, was one of 
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those extra warm summer days when the ther- 
mometer went to 98 in the shade. However the 
people went to the services, facing besides a warm 
day a deficit of $21,000 to raise to complete the 
cost now estimated at $47,000. (This later be- 
came about $55,000 when main contractors de- 
faulted on paying some of the bills and the 
church had to pay them, together with some 
interest and other costs that accumulated.) 


Joseph W. Powell, a successful fund raiser 
and church dedicator was in charge. At a pre- 
liminary meeting the night before he had an altar 
service and asked everyone present to empty their 
pockets, which all proceeded to do. An interesting 
incident was when J. W. Campbell and Joe Turn- 
er, inseparable friends, kneeling side by side, dis- 
covered that one of them had little money with 
him. The other divided his and handed it to his 
friend. It was about. 10 o’clock Sunday night 
when the last subscriptions were made and the 
church was dedicated. 


_ The Ladies Aid came to the final rescue by 
taking on an additional $4,000 which was later 
raised by suppers and all kinds of devices. Many 
sacrificing subscriptions were made. Mrs. Isa- 
bella Franklin, practically an invalid, sent $200 
in gold. 


Dedication subscriptions were in bonds of $36 
each, taken in multiples or fractions, payable 
cash or on time at six per cent. About 21,000 in 
cash came out of the pockets of the audience at 
the services. When the money Was raised short 
talks were made by pastors of the other Center- 
ville churches. 


Present during the day were also Mrs. Powell 
who sang at the morning service which began 
at 9:30. Others who sang were Mrs. J. K. Huston, 
Mrs. Justine Speers, and Miss Estella Elliott of 
Des Moines. Rev. A. V. Kendrick, presiding elder, 
was in charge of the dedicatory ritual service. 
H. B. Williams led the Epworth League, coming 
from Chicago. Rev. Dr. W. P. Stoddard was very 
happy to see the fruition of strenuous labor in 
bringing about the building and dedication of the 
church. 


The church membership was then about 675. 


A thanksgiving service was held at ihe church 
the Tuesday night following dedication. 


‘The church has a group of memorial ‘windows 
as follows: On the east Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Williams 
Gave the large window, G. A. R. Post one, Brother- 
hood one, Sunday school one, Mrs. S. S. Franklin 
one in memory of her husband. On the west the 
Ladies Aid has one, the Epworth League one, an- 
other in memory of Albert Williams, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Williams, and Mrs. Anna Hinshaw, 
their daughter. Another from Mrs. Rose Severs 
in memory of her mother, Rosanna Lee. 
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Installed Pipe Organ 


William H. Perdew succeeded the Rev. Dr. 
Stoddard in September 1906 and remained pastor 
till 1909. The notable achievement of his admin- 
istration was the installation of the pipe organ.° 
A fund had been started by Dr. Stoddard, who 
used a unique calendar method. Some were 
months, they getting others to be weeks and they 
in turn getting days. In this way about $500 was 
raised. E. N. Gibson, city schools superintendent, 
was chairman of the committee. Andrew Carne- 
gie was then giving organs and he agreed to pro- 
vide the last $1250. During the Perdew adminis- 
tration the undertaking was finished, a $4,500 in- 
strument bought, and with installation expense 
it represented a $5,000 addition. 


It had two manuals, more than 1,000 pipes, 
19 stops and numerous couplers, pipes varying in 
length from 2 inches to 22 feet. It was dedicated 
Sunday, March 14, 1909, after an opening concert 
given by Harrison M. Wild of Grace Episcopal 
church, Chicago, on Friday night. It was built by 
Hillgren, Lane and Co., Alliance, Ohio. Among 
visitors at the recital were Dist. Supt. A. V. Ken- 
drick, Dr. and Mrs. W. P. Stoddard, and Rev. and 
Mrs. W. G. Thorn, a pastor 1883-6. Miss Ruby 
Randle, granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Williams, pioneer church leaders, became the first 
oragnist. At the recital Mrs. H. E. Valentine play- 
ed a violin solo, a quartet composed of Mrs. Nova 
Warnick, Mrs. Justine Speers, Grace Dillon and 
Ruth Phillips sang. At the Sunday dedication 
Mrs. G. W. Randle who had become chairman of 
the organ committee presented the keys, the pas- 
tor accepted them, Dr. Stoddard gave the dedica- 
tory prayer and preached the sermon at night. 
The morning program was mostly musical. There 
was an anthem by the choir, a duet by Mrs. War- 
nick and Miss Dillon, and a solo by Mrs. J. M. 
Beck. The pastor, Rev. Perdew, gave a short ser- 
mon. 


It is the recollection of the writer that while 
the organ was considered a $5,000 installation it 
was bought at some concession from the list price, 
so the net cost was around $4,200. 


Joe R. Hanley Pastor 


One of the most dynamic and result-getting 
pastors ever to come to the church was Joe R. 
Hanley who came in September 1909. His popular 
type sermons were evangelistic and drew large 
audiences, often filling the auditorium and gal- 
leries, A revival meeting was conducted by him 
in February 1910 with the aid of a singer. Profes- 
sions numbered 68 and Sunday school attendance 
went up to 406. On the October 1909 raliy day 460 
had been reached. 

In October 1910 Pastor Hanley led in the move 
to clear the church debt which it was announced 
was more than $13,000. The climax of the cam- 
paign was to be on Sunday school and church ral- 
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ly day Nov. 6. A half page ad in the Iowegian 
announced that an unnamed person would pay 5e 
for each one in the Sunday school classes and 
$2.00 to each class with a collection of $10, and a 
prize of $5 to the class with the largest collection. 
The attendance was 548, collection $233. While 
the $13,000 was subscribed, it was in part on de- 
ferred payments. The campaign came to its rea] 
finish Feb. 15, 1911 when cash in hand and “bank- 
able notes” took care of everything with a $23.10 
balance. The debt, paving, extras and interest 
had run the amount to $14,529. In recognition of 
the fine services of the pastor J. W. Williams 
made him and Mrs. Hanley a gift of a trip to 
Cuba and South America. The committee working 
with the pastor in raising the debt was headed 
by Dr. E. E. Bamford, Dr. C. S. James and Mark 
Graham. 


Another revival series was held in January 
and February 1912, the pastor leading and a 
singer helping. Forward for the first time were 
244. The men’s class had 100 at Sunday school. 


A jubilee service celebrating the fifth anni- 
versary of dedication was held in June, 1911 for a 
week. There was a Sunday school night, Ladies 
Aid night when it was announced by Mrs. G. W. 
Randle that the Aid had raised more than $5,060 
on the new church, a Palestine trip and lecture 
night by Dr. J. W. Potter, a campfire night with 
former pastors Stoddard and Perdew present. Dr. 
Homer Stuntz, later bishop, preached on Sunday 
to a very large congregation. T. R. Riggs an- 
nounced at one of the services that the new 
church fund was started some years before when 
his mother and two children put the first offering 
of $1.00 into a jar that was then used for new 
church fund contributions, 


The Rev. Hanley decided in the latter part 
of 1912 to enter evangelistic work and go for his 
first meeting to West Winfield, N. Y. His farewell 
service Sunday, Dec. 29, filled the church to ca- 
pacity. His family and Miss Mary Robertson, his 
wife’s sister, who had served with great efficiency 
as assistant, were shown special honors. Miss 
Robertson had carried the church ministrations 
to a large number of under-privileged children 
and to the poorer homes. 


She demonstrated the great value of an ear- 
nest assistant to the pastor. It was always some- 
thing of a mystery as to where Support for her 
work came from, indications pointing to wne or 
two philanthropic minded citizens, and perhaps 
to the pastor himself, 


The Rev. Mr. Hanley was successful in evan- 
gelistic and lecture work in the east, later took 
the pastorate of a Presbyterian church at Perry, 
N..Y., and was some years ago elected to the New 
York legislature, became fioor leader of the sen- 
ate for the Republicans, and when a vacancy oc- 
curred in the lieutenant governor’s office he was 
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put up as the candidate and was elected at a 
srucial election. He was renominated on the 
ticket with Gov. Dewey this year, 1946, and should 
political fortune call on Dewey to be a candidate 
again for the presidency, he may yet be Governor 
Hanley. 


J. A. Glendinning Pastorate 


Deep concern was felt on the resignation of 
Rev. Hanley, as it was realized it would be diffi- 
cult to get another preacher with his public ap- 
peal who could hold large congregations, co- 
operate with the fine Sunday school, and move 
forward with the many church enterprises. The 
committee appointed to work on this decided that 
_J. A, Glendinning, then at Ainsworth, was the 


. man. 


He had been at Moravia and had madea sood 
impression. He too was an Iowa Wesleyan pro- 
duct. His wife was the daughter of a prominent 
Bloomfield attorney, Dillon Payne. Finally the 
bishop appointed him. To the great gratification 
of all concerned he proved to be an admirable 
choice. 


It was not long after he came that the Cross 
and Crown buttons were introduced in the Sunday 
school. All enrolled received a button, after 13 
weeks with no misses they received a bronze 
button, after another 13 weeks a gun metal, then 
a silver and finally a gold. Many won the latter. 
No doubt many repose today among keepsakes. 
On rally day Oct. 12, 1913 attendance was 526, 
Tally day 1914 was 704 and in 1915 was 740 when 
the men’s class had 123 and the primary and 
cradle roll 137 present. It was one of the years 
during the Glendinning pastorate that the Sunday 
School averaged 503 attendance. 


Some typical Sundays in the winter of 3915 
were 473-488-500-502 then on March 14 up to 512, 
and on Easter Sunday 810, when the men’s class 
had 150 and the primary 115. 


Rev. Glendinning too was evangelistic and 
attracted large audiences. At the close of a re- 
vival meeting in February 1915 the following ap- 
peared in the Iowegian: “Clyde Triebswetter, 
head usher, said he believed the Sunday evening 
crowd the largest that had ever been in the 
church.” It was a regular thing for the balconies 
to be occupied for regular evening services. There 
were more than 100 professions at the ineetings 
Closing in February 1915. 


+ A movement. started to enlarge the church 
facilities by taking out the furnace in church and 
parsonage, fixing up basement rooms for the Sun- 
day school, and redecorating the entire church. 
The need of the little folks for better accommo- 
dations was stressed. The improvement was un- 
dertaken and between $5,000 and $6,000 expended, 
city heat installed. 


While improvements were under way Sunday 
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school classes met in various places, G. A. R. room 
at the court house and elsewhere. But surprising 
as it may seem attendance as high as 556 and 351 
was recorded May 9 and 16. 


The work was completed in ample time for 
the meeting of the annual conference early in 
September with Bishop Stuntz presiding. This 
was the first time the Centerville church enter- 
tained the conference since 1880 following com- 
pletion of the other church. 


' At this conference J. M. Beck of the Center- 
ville church and Edwin L. Stickney of the Moul- 
ton church were elected two of the four lay dele- 
gates to attend the general conference at Saratoga 
Springs the next May.. The former had also been 
a delegate to the general conference in Minneap- 
olis in 1912. av 


’ Rev, Glendinning later occupied some of. the 
leading churches, such as Boise, Idaho; Denver, 
Colo., and Aberdeen, S. D. His health has failed 
and he lives now in Pasadena, Calif., at 1570 Los 
Lunas, ine for ond Sian 
Charles L. Tennant became pastor in ‘Sep- 
tember, 1916. He was not unfamiliar to Appa- 
noose county, having been pastor at Cincinnati 
1885 to ’88, and at Moulton 1888 to 1893. 


He came to Centerville after six years as the 
successful superintendent of the Burlington dis- 
trict. Previous to that he had been pasior at Fair- 
field 1908 to 10, and when he left Centerville after 
two years he was welcomed back to Fairfield for 
seven years more. 


_' He was an earnest and understanding pastor 

and preacher who did much in personal minis. 
tration in Centerville. He now lives retired at 
463 LaPier Drive, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Here Five Years 


_ Thomas Osborn came in 1918 and remained 
five years, the longest pastorate in the history 
of the church. He was a very capable pulpit 


speaker, became in his long residence an integral 
part of the community life and worthily carried 
on the effective work of a line of able predeces- 
scrs. One of the high lights of his pastorate was 
rally day in October 1921 when the Sunday school 
had an attendance of 802. Of these 126 were in 
the primary and cradle roll, 85 in the Golden 
Links women’s class, and 55 in the men’s class. 

On this rally day J. M. Beck was Tetiring from 
12 years as Sunday school superintendent and 
M. G. Hall became the new one. Rev. Mr. Osborn 
is now deceased... - 


‘ ‘During the five years Dr. Osborn was here 
‘more than $50,000 was paid in for various church 
purposes: Pastor $13,700; District Superintendents 
$1,024; Bishops $271; Retired Ministers $1,704; 
“Local Budget $11,300; Debts ‘$2,500; Sunday School 
$2,010; W. F, M. Society $4,224; W. H. M. Society 
$1,778; Centenary $10,513; Other Benevolences 
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$4,739. Tota] $53,563. The centenary was the 
great undertaking for world rehabilitation after 
the first World War. at 


_ Dr. Osborn went from Centerville to become 
superintendent of the Burlington district. 


E. J. Shook was appointed pastor in Septem- 
ber 1923, after having been superintendent of the 
Burlington district from 1916. He too had served 
in Appanoose county and came with many friends, 
having served at Exline 1893 to 96 and Cincin- _ 
- nati 1900 to ’03. He had the distinction of having 
been superintendent also of the Ottumwa district 
1911 to °16, thus serving two districts. He became 
identified with the Ku Klux Klan, very active in 
Iowa and especially in Appanoose county, where 
it was reputed to have 4,000 members. Its mili- 
tant activity in behalf of law enforcement ap- 
pealed to the Rev. Shook and many of his mem- 
bership. Later when the more hidden and divi- 
Sive characteristics of the Klan gained ascendency 
a pronounced division in the church became ac- 
centuated. While feeling for and against the Klan 
ran high in the community the church member- 
ship exercised in the main commendable restraint 
and it became the rule for both sides studiously 
to. avoid allusion to the differences. 


A rather extensive reorganization of the offi- 
cial board that took place during this period was 
about all that visibly remained to mark what 
seemed at the time to have the elements of a 
Serious upheaval. Some services in the church 
where Klansmen made a Special point of attend- 
ing had considerable heat in them, but no out- 
ward clashes, The aftermath of al] this was a 
period of rather difficult readjustment in which 
the membership of the church Dlaced interest in 
its welfare foremost and something more than a 
year of potential strife became a rather fantastic 
memory. 


The Rev Dr. Shook went from Centerville to 
Sigourney in September 1925 and how lives re- 
tired at Delta, 


Later a Chancellor 


. Benjamin F. Schwartz was appointed pastor 
in September 1925 and came from Sigourney, to 
Which the Rev. Shook was sent. 


He was one of the younger ministers admit-: 
ted on trial in 1918 and into full membership in 
1920. He had served at Ewart and Sigourney only, 
He was talented in the pulpit and a hard worker, 
Mrs. Schwartz was exceptionally capable in mu- - 
Sic. He remained two years, devoting himself to 
developing the many church activities. 


His experience here proved constructive as he 
Steadily rose in the estimation of the church, go- 
ing from Albia to Muscatine in 1929, to Washing- 
ton and then Indianola and from there about 1939 
to become chancellor of Nebraska Wesleyan Uni- 
versity at Lincoln, where he remained until 1946 
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when he became pastor of the large Methodist 
church at Wichita, Kansas, 


Another for Two Years 


Harry B. Scoles was another two year pastor, 
1927 to ’29, when he went to Willard St. church, 
Ottumwa, and the next year retired and moved to 
Florida where he lives, address 4609 SW 10th, 
Miami. He occupied a period here when the 
church was in the process of the reestablishment 
of sound and enduring working relations among 
the membership and the strengthening of the ties 
of fellowship. 

His Masonic mebership has since remained 
with Jackson lodge, Centerville and recently the 
lodge at Miami honored his 50 years as a Mason. 


Then Four Years 

Lloyd H. Lanning came from six years at 
Willard Street, Ottumwa, in 1929 and was a four 
year pastor, attesting to his adaptability to the 
church and community. During his pastorate 
the spirit of revival was again cultivated and the 
membership was strengthened. He went from 
here to Winterset in 1933 and a year later be- 
came conference evangelist. Later he and Mrs. 
Lanning returned to Missouri from where they 
had come to the Iowa conference in 1913, and now 
live at Brookfield, 


Frank A. Wilder 
A pastor who made a special impression up- 
on the community and church by his devotion to 
his work, his earnestness, his human understand. 
ing, and industry was Frank A. Wilder who came 
in September, 1933. He emphasized the evangel- 
istic in his preaching and built up congregations. 


His zeal was sometimes limited by physical 
limitations, but he was indefatigable in his pas- 
toral work and acquired an exceptionally -wide 
acquaintanceship and personal touch with the 
peaple of his church and community. 


He had served in the air force in the first 
World War and specialized in his attention to 
patriotic and civic matters. Seeking to benefit 
his health he arranged a transfer to Lawton, 
Okla., about June 1936 where he had a successful 
pastorate. In the last World War he became a 
chaplain, went to the Pacific and was director 
of a large group of chaplains in the Southwest 
Pacific. There he remained so long as health 
permitted, came home a_ lieutenant colonel, 
and in the fall of 1945 took a position as field 
campaigner fer Nebraska Weslevan, raising en- 
dowment funds, headquarters at Lincoln. 


Merritt LaGrone 
Merritt LaGrone came from Lawton, Okla., 
in June 1936, exchanging with the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
der. He was of fine pulpit presence, spoke with 
Some southern accent, and made many friends 
He was very resourceful in organizing and had 
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al] the church societies loaded with ideas and 
undertakings. One of his unique ideas was the 
celebration of the 31st anniversary of the dedi- 
cation of the church by lighting birthday candles 
on a huge frosted cake. 
_ Fhe church needed about $800 for some re- 
pairs and painting, and some more to apply ona 
current expense debt that had accumulated in 
the depression years of the early 30’s, amounting 
ta $2,200, still remaining. 

Some had been paid during the Wilder pas- 
torate. Each dollar contributed was to light a 
candle, the cake being provided with 1400, after 
the goal had been set at 1,000. When contribu- 
tions were all in $1700 had been received. 


Many gave as memorials to those who had 
been active in building the church. This was 
June 27, 1937, celebrating the anniversary of 
dedication June 17, 1906. 

Rev. Mr. LaGrone remained until 1940 when 
he was appointed to Perry and went from there 
later to the Methodist North church in Minneap- 
olis. 

During his pastorate the organ was electrified 
and greatly improved. : 


Pastor in 1940 


Paul H. Hicks came from Chariton in 1940, 
where he had served four years and had proved 
successful and popular. He was a forceful ad- 
ministrator and gave Oversight to the ehurch 
which was expanding its influence in the com- 
munity. During his pastorate the time of the 
annual conference was changed from September 
to June. He experienced some difficulty while 
here with an afflicted lower limb but earried 
bravely on. He went to Harlan in 1943, exchang- 
ing with Lester Greenwood who came to Center- 
ville. 


Pastor in 1943 


J, Lester Greenwood, who became pastor in 
1943, came to the Iowa-Des Moines conference in 
1938, He and Mrs. Greenwood with their family 
of Mary, Ruth, Arthur, John, Leona, Doris, Frank 
and David were given a hearty welcome and all 
entered actively and effectively into the work of 
the church. The young people of the church built 
up their work in the fellowship groups. The Sun- 
day school interest grew with greater Jepar+men- 
talization and the use of closely graded materials 
in the elementary work, During this time the 
“Methodist Men” were organized. They have 
brought several men of national reputation to the 
city, Two special meetings were conducted by the 
Rey, Lawrence Lacour troupe with good results, 
Sometimes the church being filled to capacity. 
From ’43 to '46 there were 294 new members add- 
ed ta the church with a net gain of 218, thus mak- 
ing a total at the end of 1946 of 1,003 members, 
878 who are classified as active. During the year 
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1944-45, the church giving was $13,787. Since 
there was a special Crusade rehabilitation cam- 
paign, $7,050 of this went for missionary work, In 
the past year the giving to others was $5,953. 
Within the year, four young people decided to en- 
ter full time Christian service. These young peo- 
ple are Wauneita McConnell, our youth counsellor 
for several years; Margaret Vinzant, our church 
organist; Howard DeVore, who served With the 
Third Army; and Ruth Greenwood, daughter of 
our minister. Rev. Greenwood has made a spe- 
cialty of growing dahlias which have graced the 
pulpit and the homes of the sick on many occa- 
sions. 


Centennial Pageant 


On the evening of Sunday, Dec. 1, 1946, a 
Pageant written by Mrs. C. S. Hickman celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 
chureh in Centerville. A large group of people 
participated. Episodes showed the organization 
meetings at the Wm. S. Manson home, with Dr. 
L. P. Clow as Mr. Manson and Mrs. Holly Gra- 
harm as Mrs. Manson; singing school in the orig- 
inal church with Clarence Hood as J. W. Williams, 
the teacher; Primary Sunday school class with 
Miss Allie Moore as teacher; Missionary Society 
with Mrs. B. O. Dunham as Mrs. J. B. Maring, 
president; Ladies Aid meeting with Mrs. Charles 
Poffenberger as Mrs. G. W. Randle, president. The 
director of the pageant was Clarence Hart, com- 
mittee, Mrs. Harry Dukes, Helen Pfrimmer and 
Mary Greenwood, Father Time, C. E. Woodin, 
Historian Harry Dukes. In closing the Official 
Board gathered at the altar for reconsecration for 
the new century. 

The Centennial year ended with special re- 
ception of members Sunday, Dec. 29 When 35 
Were received by letter and confession. 


Pastors and Members 


Following is the list of pastors, year appoint- 
ed, and membership, including probationers at 
the end of the pastorate, as compiled by E. H. 
Waring, Conference historian, in 1905, The first 
appointment was to Centerville Mission, the 1e€c- 
ord not starting until 1849, three years after or- 
ganization, A. W. Johnson, 146; 1850 L. T. Powley, 
199; 1851 Supply, #94; 1852 John Darrah, 352: 1853 
H. Gibson and Supply, 400; then Centerville cir- 
cuit had Unionville removed: 1854 Thomas Dixon, 
363; 1855 R. B. Allender, 362; 1856 same and Sup- 
ply, 415; 1857 E. L. Briggs, F. E. Hill, 525; then 
Centerville with Bell Air off; 1858-9 G. }. Clark, 
215; 1860 C. Morey, 290; 1861 Henry Crellin, 274; 
1863 G. W. Byrkit, 231; 1864 John Welch, 88; 1865 
Wm. Thatcher, 314: 1866-7 J. H. Hopkins, 213; 1868 
Miltiades Miller, 130; 1869 R, S. Robinson, 151; 
160 oS semis 161° 1877.9 7° A Wilson, 145; 
1874 D. B. Smith, died March 30, 1875, place filled 
by Wm: Thatcher, 122; 1875-6 T. E. Corkhill, 197; 
1877-9. H. E. Wing, 242; 1880-82 I. p. Teter, 264; 
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1883-5 W. G. Thorn, 429; 1886-8 E. L. Schreiner, 


306; 1889 Dennis Murphy, 286; 1890 T. J. Myers, 
366; 1891-4 C. V. Cowan, 495; 1895-7 I. O. Kemble, 
430; 1898-9 E. C. Brooks, 413; 1900-02 A. V. Ken- 
drick 675, 1903-6 W. P. Stoddard. Historian War- 
ing says that while it is difficult to tel] from the 
record it is clear it was not all the time a station 
from 1858, but had some country work connected 
with it a good part of the time. In the J. W. 
Williams history no mention is made of any such 
country work after Centerville became a station. 


Mrs. Randle’s Recollections 


One who has a great store of early day events 
in her memory is Mrs. George W. Randle, Pasa- 
dena, Calif., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Will- 
iams. She has made occasional contributions for 
church programs and for special editions of the 
Iowegian. She sent one of her characteristically 


interesting contributions fer the church Centen- 


nial which was published in the Iowegian edition 
of Nov. 29, 1946. 


. Recalling the early days, she said that no 
matter what one’s station if sickness or disaster 
came ready help volunteered. There were doctors 
but no nurses, many log houses, rail fences, shoes 
and boots made from leather from the local tan- 
nery, barrels from the cooper Shop. Hoop skirts 
and shaker bonnets were plentiful in their cay. 
The women wore bonnets and aprons to shurch, 
the men rough clothes. She still has her father’s 
tuning fork he used in conducting Singing class. 

A: well just north of the second Methodist 
church built was used to water circus animals 
which showed on lots on West Washington street. 
Once a child fell into a well on the site of the 


‘present church and was rescued by ais mother 


quickly going down the rope. She recalls a paster, 
H. E. Wing, 1877-9 who was President ‘incoln’s 
confidentiai agent to gather news from inside the 
Confederate lines. 


The Sunday School 


The Methodist Sunday School records are very 
incomplete. A very early, probably the first, su- 
perintendent was Frank Spooner, later a Civil 
War soldier, in which he lost his life. sIe was 
the father and grandfather of the later well 
known theatrical Spooner family, Spurge Spooner 
being his son, who married Mary Gibbs Manson, 
daughter of Thomas Manson and granddaughter 
of William S. Manson, early day local preacher 
and one of the church founders. Harriet Manson, 
daughter of the William S. Mansons, married 
weorge A. Bryan and was the mother of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Malaney, now a member of the church. 


. No definite Sunday school records are avail- 
able for a period of many years, 


_ However there is a record of H. B. Williams 


-being elected superintendent in 1884. He and 


brother Carl started the Williams piano and organ 
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business in Centerville, later located in Chicago. 
When H. B. was elected resolutions were adopted 
in appreciation of Dr. S. W. Wright, retiring. 
Average attendance for the period December 1883 
to March 1884 was 196. The record shows that in 
1898 T. R. Riggs, grocer, was superintendent, with 
18 teachers. Attendance in April that year was 
100 to 147, collections $1.48 to $2.00. A year later 
attendance was 141 to 218, and by 1909 it was 
108 to 192, with 428 on rally day. E. N. Gibson 
was superintendent for a short time following 
Mr. Riggs, January to July in 1909. He was super- 
intendent of schools and left Centerville after a 
few months as head of the Sunday school. 


In 1909 J. M. Beck became superintendent in 
July. The next March attendance was 302 to 368. 
At that time H. H. Riggs was assistant, Clyde 
Triebswetter secretary, Ruth Rhea assistant, Ger- 
tie Lantz treasurer, Alfred Trembly librarian, Rev. 
Hanley chorister, Edna Dukes organist: Reference 
is made elsewhere to the growth of the Sunday 
School in the Hanley and Glendinning pastorates, 
During the latter the peak year had an average 
of 503 attendance. On rally day in October 1921 
when Mr. Beck was retiring the attendance was 
802. 

M. G. Hall became superintendent in October 
1921. The school prospered and expanded its 
services under his administration. Attendance 
records are missing. In 1921 Hal Berry, O. E. Perry 
and J. W. Powell were assistants, A. M. Hansen 
secretary, Velma Vought treasurer, Hugh Drum- 
mond chorister, Eva Turner pianist, G. E. Lisetor 
orchestra leader, Mrs. Perry primary superinten- 
dent and Mrs. M. G. Hall cradle roll. : 


George Duckworth followed Mr. Hall as su- 
perintendent, just what year is not recorded, and 
no records have been located Showing attendance. 
He served until 1938, a considerable Deriod of 
years during which the school enlarged its num- 
ber of classes and continued to improve its tech- 
nique. 

J. L. Harter, principal of the Centerville 
Schools, became superintendent in 1938 and con- 
tinues that position in 1946. Sunday schools have 
gone through a period of change in recent years. 
The number of available children seems to have 
decreased, In Centerville a pleasing development 
of interest among the younger married people 
has resulted in a greatly expanded department. 
The conference report for 1945-6 shows an average 
attendance for the school of 287. Total collections 
$555.00. Sunday school collections have kept pace 
with the somewhat inflationary war period, and 
often run $15.00 to $20.00 a Sunday, or an average 
of five or six cents or even more per person in 
attendance in contrast to less than half that 
average some 40 or 50 years ago. 


Outstanding as heads of the primary depart- 
ment in the early 1900’s have been Mrs. James 
Shirey, Mrs. Robert McKee and Mrs. M. G. Hall. 
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Ladies Aid 


One of the most active and effective organ- 
izations of the church has been the Ladies Aid. 
Just when it came into existence is uncertain. 
Back in Civil war times they had “Mite Societies.” 
But throughout the period after the second church 
was built and occupied in 1878 it has been in the 
forefront. At the time of building the third church 
in 1904-6 it took on an extra heavy burden and 
before the debt was cleared about 1915 it had 
raised more than $6,000. 


Besides the many suppers and rummage sales 
and other enterprises used to raise money, Mrs. 
G. W. Randle recalls that when the Chautauqua 
was organized the Aid took over the sale of tickets 
and delighted the directors by turning over $2,009, 
when Judge Vermilion, president of the Chau- 
tauqua, told them this assured the financial suc- 
cess aS it would pay program expenses and gate 
receipts would assure a profit. The Williams 
home was at one time on the present church pro- 
perty and Mrs. Randle was born in a house that 
Stood not far from the present parsonage. Her 
brother, H. B. Williams, lived for a time in a house 
about where the church now stands. Mrs. Randle 
says: 

“The women of early Methodism ,zave much 
time to meditation and self examination. The wo- 
man of today has not so much time for these 
profitable exercises. She is occupied with soci- 
eties, unions, guilds, and circles. She makes nap- 
kins for the Indians and dust cloths for the Afri- 
cans. She is always hurrying one task in order 
to begin another. For someone has said, “The 
reward of work well done is more work to do.” 


Mrs. Randle recalls the church debt paying 
period. She wrote: “One day we asked a man well 
able to help us for a subscription which he re- 
fused. He said ‘You women will never get out of 
debt, there are not enough hens in Appanoose 
county to furnish chicken pie suppers to pay that 
debt. ‘All right,’ we said, ‘we will set some more 
hens, but we will pay that debt.’ When we had 
the money almost in sight he made a subscription 
and said: ‘I’m going to help you out, but I never 
thought you could do it.’ ” 


The Aid Society got so into the habit of rais- 
ing large amounts of money by their enterprises 
during debt paying days that they seem to have 
kept up the habit, as during the presidency of 
Mrs. J. C. Ashby in the church year 1919-20 the 
annual report shows that they raised $776.78 by 
Suppers and $127.93 otherwise. And »ne of their 
worthy contributions was $500 to Iowa Wesleyan 
college. 

, When the Methodist church united following 
the conference in 1939 at Kansas City the Ladies 
Aid had its sphere greatly enlarged to include 
both the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society 
and the Woman’s Home Missionary Society,. be- 
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Sides all the responsibilities locally that the Aid 
Society had sponsored. For a time there was un- 
certainty as to how this would work out. How- 
ever under able management and the division 
of the Woman’s Society for Christian Service into 
circles or units and the uniting of all women 
members of the church into the one society it has 
taken its place as an organization of wide service. 


As nearly as can be ascertained from records 
available the following have been presidents 
Since the building of the new church: 


Mrs. Geo. W. Randle, Mrs. Wm. Vinzant, Mrs. 
S. I. Moore, 1916, Mrs. J. M. Beck, 1918-19, Mrs. J. C. 
Ashby, Mrs. Perry M. Phillips 19254 Mrs...M. G. 
Hall, Mrs. J. A. Shanks, Mrs. D. D. Bentzinger, Mrs. 
C. S. Hickman, Mrs. M. G, Hall, Mrs. L. E. Johnson, 
Mrs. Ernest Wygant. 


Young People 
In the early days of the church young people 
were to be seen and not heard. There was no 
provision for youth, not even catechism or con- 
firmation. Some 20 years after the Civil War 
there was started in the Congregational churches 
a youth organization called The Christian En- 
deavor. This became an interchurch movement 
among several protestant denominations of which 

the Methodist church was one. 


In 1889 The Epworth League was porn and 
So named for the Wesley home in England. Its 
mouthpiece was the Epworth Herald which made 
its debut in 1890. In 1892 it was officially or- 
ganized by the General Conference of that year. 
Since that time the Epworth Leagues and Junior 
Epworth Leagues have been a part of Methodist 
church activities. 


After the merger of the three Methodist 
churches in 1939 there was need for a new name 


4: for Methodist youth. During the spring of 1941 


there was sent to every pastoral charge in the 
Methodist church in America a ballot for them 
to vote for a new name for the youth organization 
of the church. They overwhelmingly selected, as 
the name, The Methodist Youth Fellowship. 

In our own local church our youth organiza- 
tion has been one of the best in our conference. 
Many times they have led in the district and 
sometimes in the conference in their giving. Their 
keen interest and good attendance in their youth 
meetings and evening church service has been 
characteristic of them down thru the years. 


FULL TIME CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
During the latter part of the century there 
were several young people who answered the call 
of God to dedicate themselves to full time Chris- 
tian Service. Following you will find the names 
of these people. 


WILLIAM CLYDE RHEA, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Rhea, entered fulltime Christian service 
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while attending Iowa Wesleyan College. In World 
War I he served as assistant to the chaplain in 
the marines. He completed his education :t the 
Bible Institute in Los Angeles, Calif. He has serv- 
ed churches in Imperial Valley, Calif., Chicago, 
Ill., Dallas, Ore., and is now pastor of the Chris- 
tian church at Puyallup, Wash. 


RALPH HILEMAN, son of Mr. and Mrs. Grant 
Hileman. He is a graduate of Iowa Wesleyan 
College. He made his decision for ful time Chris- 
tian Service under Joe R. Haniey. Soon after 
graduation he entered Y. M. C. A. work. For about 
two years he was in the army. In 1919 he became 
Metropolitan student secretary of Detroit, Mich. 
He was continually advanced until now he is 
General Secretary of all Y. M. ¢. A. work in De- 
troit. 


_. CHESTER HALL, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. G. 
Hall. He was graduated from Iowa Wesleyan Col- 
lege and entered the Y. M. C. A. work in Chicago 
in the Lincoln Bellemont Department. After two 
years there he went to Hyde Park Department as 
assistant secretary. For the last six years he has 
been in the South Shore Department and is exec- 
utive secretary with about 500 boys under his 
Supervision. He was on leave from the South 
Shore Department in the U. S. Navy as Lieutenant 
for nearly two years. 


EVA WILSON, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jas. 
M. Wilson. She is a graduate of Iowa Wesleyan 
college. She taught one year each in Wellman 
and Centerville high schools, and four years at 
Sault Ste. Marie. After her teachings she entered 
¥. W. C. A. work and was secretary at Youngs- 
town, Ohio; Hollidaysburg, Pa.; and Marshall- 
town and Bellingham, Wash. After her Y. W. C. A. 
she entered social welfare work at South Bend, 
Ind., for five years. She was with the U. S. 0. for 
four and one-half years. She is now one of the 
State Board of Directors of Social Welfare at 
Sanford, Fla. 


D. FULTON RICE, JR., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
D. Fulton Rice, was reared in Centerville and was 
in college preparing for the ministry. He had 
been received by the Session of the Presbyterian 
church as a candidate for the ministry when he 
was accidentally killed in a car accident. 


MARGARET VINZANT, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harley Vinzant. She is a graduate of Iowa 
Wesleyan College. She taught schoo! in our 
junior high and high school for four years. 
At the time of her decision to enter fuil 
time christian service she was organist of our 
church. She is now church Secretary and youth 
director of The First Methodist Church of Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. 


WAUNEITA McCONNELL, daughter of Mr. 
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and Mrs. Ira McConnell. She has always been 
interested in church work. She served three years 
as district president of the Epworth League, for 
the last six years as youth counselor of our ehurch 
and for the last two years as church secretary. 
She .was serving in official positions in almost 
every organization of our church. She is now 
attending Simpson College and is a local ininister 
of the Methodist Church at Madora, Iowa. 


RUTH GREENWOOD, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Lester Greenwood has always been interest- 
ed in helping unfortunate people. She has been 
especially helpful in Youth Fellowship, Sunday 
School, Choir and Daily Vacation Bible Schools. 
She is now a sophomore in Simpson College and 
is local minister of the First Methodist Church at 
Spring Valley, Iowa. 


HOWARD L. DEVORE, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis DeVore has been active in the Youth Fel- 
lowship, Sunday School and Choir. He served 
with the Third Army of Occupation in Germany 
during World War II. He is now attending Cen- 
terville Junior College in preparation for the min- 
istry of our church. 
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Church Membership 


Following is the membership shown on the 
records January 1947. This is the full list, active 
and inactive. The latter comprises those moved 
away who have not been reported deceased, have 
not called for letter, or who have not »therwise 
been dropped from the list, and perhaps some 
residents whose home addresses may not be 
known. The list of 1003 has 878 classifed on the 


active list. 


Mrs. Clay Adams 
George Adams 
Mrs. George Adams_ 
Mrs. Glen Adams 
Mrs. Marie Adams 
Walter Adams 
Mrs. Walter Adams 
Robert Adams 
Francis Atkinson 
Mrs. James Allen 
T. L. Allen 
Bernice Allen 
John Alien 
Mrs. John Allen 
Alma Allen 
Mrs. C. H. Allen | 
Carl Alexander 
Mrs. Carl Alexander 
Joe Allison 
Mrs. Joe Allison 
Joe Allison, Ir. 
Gwendolyn Allison 
Mrs. Helen Andrews 
Willis Andrews 
Max Andrews 
Robert Anderson 
Mrs. Ben Anderson 
Clifford Annis 
Mrs. Clifford Annis 
Mrs. Dwight Atkinson 
Mrs. Hazel Atterberry 
Frank Austin 
Mrs. Frank Austin 
Ann Austin 
Richard Austin 
nc 
Norris Baggott 
Mrs. Norris Baggott 
Phillip Bair 
Juanita Ballard 
Lester Ballard 
Genevieve Ballard 
Clyde Banks 
Mrs. Clyde Banks 
Ellen Banks 
Chester Barbee 
Gloria Barbee 


‘Mrs. Alvin T. Barrett : 


Audrey Bartle 


Edward Bashaw 

Mrs. W. A. Bashaw 

J. R. Bauman 

Mrs. J. R. Bauman 
Alfred Bauman: | 
Ruth Bauman 

Rae Bauman 

Harold Bauman 

Mrs. Harold Bauman 
Holly Bear 

Walter Beattie 

Mrs. Walter Beaitie 
William Rex Beattie 
George Robert Beattie 
Robert Beck 

Mrs. Robert Beck 

J. M. Beck 

Mrs. J. M. Beck 
Mrs. Carroll Beem 
Mrs. Mose Beer 
Ralph Belles 

Alice Belles 

Mrs. D. D. Bentzinzger 
Mrs. Walter Bigg 
Mrs. Alice Billerbeck 
Howard Blessing 

Mrs. Eula Blessing 
Mrs. James Blythe 
Kermit Boles 

Mrs. Kermit Boles 
Mrs. Ada Eoley 
Harve Bollman 

Mrs. Harve Bollman 
Lee Bowdish 

Mrs. Leo Bowdish 
Mrs. Eugene Boyd 
Mrs. Ray Boyd 

Mrs. F. A. Boyer 
Bertha Bradshaw 
Mrs. Emma Brady 
Billie Jean Brady 
Mrs. Lelah Brokaw 
Miss Dorothy Brooks 
Mrs. M. E. Broshar 
Pearl Broshar 

Mrs. Pearl Broshar 
Earl Bréwn 


Mrs. ‘Earl Brown 


Mrs. W. A. Brown 


..Mrs. Frank Brown 
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Walter Brown 
Joan Brown 
Richard Brown 
Ben F. Brown 
Mrs. Ben F. Brown 
Mrs. C. E. Bridal 
Mrs. Mary Brinegar 
Mrs. Alta Bruno 
Thayne Bryant 
Mrs. Thayne Bryant 
Dr. Chas. F. Brummitt 
Mrs. Chas. F. Brummitt 
Edward Buhlman 
Max Bush 
Mrs. Max Bush 
Norma May Burton 
Mrs. Bernice Buss 
eat 8 
Mrs. Lora Cambron 
Mrs. J. E. Campbell 
William Campbell 
Howard Campbell 
Mrs. Harriet Carlson 
Mrs. Neva Carlson 
Mrs. Ruth Carmer 
Edna Carmer 
Jack Carpenter 
William Carter 
Mrs. William Carter 
Pauline Casady 
Mrs. Marion Casady 
Ella Jean Catheart 
Alva Caylor 
Mrs. Alva Caylor 
Mrs. Ora Caylor 
Mrs. Mattie Caylor 
Mrs. Iowa Cecil 
Clarence Chamberlain 
Mrs. Maude hrisman 
Candace Clapham 
Florence Clapham 
. Mrs, Stella Clark 
Betty Jean Clemens 
Ed. Cline 
Mrs. Ed. Cline 
Chester Cline 
Patricia Cline 
Wilbur Cloyed 
Mrs. Wilbur Cloyed 
Dr. L. P. Clow 
Mrs. L. P. Clow 
Keith Clow 
Mrs. Edna Close 
Teddy Close 
Mrs. Teddy Close 
Mrs. Beatrice Coffey 
Dora Cook 
Mary Cook 
Mrs. J. A. Conaway 
Mrs. Enid Coulter 
Harlan Craver 


Mrs. Harian Craver 

Ralph Craver 

Leo Craver 

V. J. Craver 

Mrs. V. J. Craver 

Mrs. Francis Crawford 

Mrs. Alma Cushing 

Paul Cushman 

Mrs. Paul Cushman 
my We 2 

F. E. Daniels 

Mrs. F. E. Daniels 

Huldah Daughtery 

Marjorie Daughtery 

Kenneth Davis 

Mrs. Thomas Davis 

Ed. Davis 

Mrs. A. B. Davison 

Stephen Davison 

William Davison 

Mrs. William Davison 

Robert Davison 

Luther Dawkins 

Mrs, Luther Dawkins 

Mrs. Earl Deahl 

Margaret Deahl 

Mrs. Dean Decker 

Charles B. DePuy 

Mrs. Charles B. DePuy 

Jacquelin DePuy 

Charlotte DePuy 

Lewis DeVore 

Mrs. Lewis DeVore 

Howard DeVore 

Carleous DeVore 

Janice Ella DeVore 

DeLoss Dhority 

Mrs. Ava Dhority 

Barbara Dhority 

Mrs. Tom Dillon 

Sadie Dickinson 

Margaret Dines 

Frank Dixon _ 

Mrs. Frank Dixon 

James Dixon 

Mrs. Hattie Dobbins 

Bill Dodds 

Pam Dooley 

Mrs. Robert Donaldson 

Karl Dorsey 

Blanche Dotson 

George Duckworth 

Mrs. George Duckworth 

Georgia Duckworth 

A. S. Dukes 

Mrs. A. S. Dukes 

Harry Dukes 

Mrs. Harry Dukes 

Harry Dukes, Jr. 

Henry Dukes 

Mrs. Henry Dukes 
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Mrs. W. M. Dukes 

B. O. Dunham 

Mrs. B. O. Dunham 

Mrs. P. W. Duree 
— 

Ear] Earhart 

Mrs Ear] Earhart 

Mrs. Roy Easton 

Thomas Easton 

Claud Eaton 

Mrs. Claud Eaton 

Ross Eddy 

Mrs. Ross Eddy 

William Eddy 

Mrs. William Eddy 

Fred Efaw 

E. E. Eggenstine 

Mrs. Carl Elfstrom 

Helen Elfstrom 

Mildred Elfstrom 

Charles Elliott 

Mrs. Charles Elliott 

John Elliott 

Ed. Ellis 

Mrs. Ed. Ellis 

Mrs. Marjorie Evans 

Earl Evans 

Grant Everman 

Mrs. Grant Everman 
ond pe 

Mrs. Mary Farnsworth 

Mrs. Sarah Feeley 

Leslie Feight 

Mrs. Leslie Feizht 

Mrs. Mary Ferguson 

Bernadine Ferrell 

Mrs. Fred Fisher 

Denver Flowers 

Mrs. Denver Flowers 

Billy Flowers 

David Flowers 

Mrs. M. E. Followwill 

Carol June Followwill 

Bernard Forssman 

Mrs. Bernard Forssman 

Hugo Forssman 

Mrs. Charles Foster 

Mrs. Lee Fox 

Mrs. Jessie Fox 

Mrs. Glen Frink 

Helen Marie Frink 

Mary Frink 

John Frye 

Mrs. John Frye 

Jasper Frye 

Glen Fry 

Mrs. Glen Fry 

Mrs. C. H. Fuger 

H. E. Fuller 

Mrs. H. FE. Fuller 

Mrs. Marion Fullhart 


ce @ a 
Lenna Gaines 
Mrs. Everett Gallaway’ 
Mrs. F. A. Gantt 
Mrs. Roy Garrett 
Laverne Garrett 
Forrest Gearhart 


_ ‘Leonard Gerdon 
Mrs. Leonard Gerdon 


Francis Gerdon 
Mrs. Francis Gerdon 
Norman Gillis 
Mrs. E. J. Gladbrook 
Mrs. Claude Gladfelder 
James Gladfelder 
Robert Gladfelder 
Marilyn Gladfelder — 
Billie Gladfelder 
Ruth Gladfelder 
Roy Eugene Glenn 
Mrs. Roy Eugene Glenn 
Gertrude Goughnour 
Dwight Gorden 
Holly Graham 
Mrs. Holly Graham 
Mrs. Jenifer Green 
Wylo Greene 
Mrs. Wylo Greene 
Marjorie Greene 
Mrs. Lester Greenwood 
Mary Greenwood 
Ruth Greenwood 
Arthur Greenwood 
John Greenwood 
Leona Greenwood 
Doris Greenwood 
Frank Greenwood 
David Greenwood 
Bernard Greeson 
Herbert Guernsey 
Mrs. Herbert Guernsey 
Mrs. Charles Grover 
Janice Grover 
Zola Guffey 
Mrs. John Gumm 
Mildred Guernsey 
ae | 
Mrs. Lewis Halden 
Jack Halden 
Mrs. Wayne Halden 
M. G. Hail 
Mrs. M. G. Hall 
Mrs. Albert Hammer 
Virginia Hand 
Mrs. Ruth Hankey 
Mrs. Emma Hanks 
Dr. N. C. Hargis 
Mrs. N. C. Hargis 
Kenneth Harris 
Mrs. Kenneth Harris 
Clarence Hart 
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Mrs. Clarence Hart 
James Hart 

Mary Caroline Hart 
Margaret Leslie Hart 
Cullen Hart 

Bryan Hart 

Mrs. Bryan Hart 

J. L. Harter 

Mrs. J. L. Harter 
Roberta Harter 
Betty Harvey 

Mrs. John Hatch 
Jean Haven 
Katherine Hawkins 
Clara Hawkins 

Mrs, Ira Hayes 

W. B. Hays 

Mrs. W. B. Hays 
Earl Hedgecock 
Mrs. Earl Hedgecock 


Patricia Ann Hedgecock 


Lizzie Hefner 

Mrs. Montell Helme 
Elton Hendershot 
Mrs. Elton Hendersot 


Edward Horne 
Mrs. Edward Horne 
Mrs. Frank Horne 
Mrs. James Horne 
Patsy Horne 
Mrs. Walter Horstman 
J. W. Howar 
Mrs. J. W. Howar 
Mrs. Lulu Howar 
Mrs. Robert Howe 
Wilma Howe 
Dwight Hughes 
Mrs. Dwight Hughes 
Franklin B. Hull 
Mrs. Franklin B. Hull 
Ernestine Hull 
Sidney Humphrey 
Mrs. Merlin Hurst 
Dr. M. D. Huston 
Mrs. M. D. Huston 

—_ Jo 
Mrs. Mae Jackson 
Mrs. John Jobe 
Bernard Johnson 
Mrs. Bernard Johnson 


Martha Ann tlendershot D. O. Johnson 
Gretchen L. Sendershot Mrs. D. O. Johnson 


Gale Hendershot 

K. C. Henke 

Mrs. K. C. Henke 
Ruth Henke 
Kenneth Henke 
Roberta Henke 
Clifford Herndon 
Mrs. Clifford Herndon 
J. L. Herron 

Mrs. J. L. Herron 
Jack Hiatt 

Max Hiatt 

Dr. C. S. Hickman 
Mrs. C. S. Hickman 
Robert Hickman 
Mrs. Mable High 
Warren Hill 

Mrs. Warren Hill 
H. H. Hines 

Mrs. H. H. Hines 
John Hism 

Mrs. John Hism 
Mrs. Leonard Hobart 
Harold Holder 
Mrs. Harold Holder 
Margaret Hohl 


Mrs. W. S. Hollingsworth 


Mrs. Sadie Holman 
Clarence Hood 
Walter Hoover 

Mrs. Walter Hoover 
David Hoover 
Dorothy Hoover 
Eloh Mae Hoover 


Bruce Johnson 

Mrs. Harry Johnson 

Hugo Johnson 

Mrs. Hugo Johson 

Mrs. Betty Johnson 

L. E. Johnson 

Mrs. L. E. Johnson 

Corwin Johnson 

Mrs. Julia Jones. 

Mrs. Dale Jones 
taal a 

Mrs. Essie Kay 

Robert Kay 

Mrs. Charles Keller 

Frank Kelly 

Mrs. Frank Kelly 

Mark Kelly 

Kermit Kincade 

Mrs. Kermit Kincade 

Mrs. Josephine King 

James King 

Joseph King 

Nancy King 

Orville King 

Mrs. Orville King 

Thomas King 

Mrs. Charles King 

Mrs. Cora Kirkpatrick 

Thelma Kirkpatrick 

James Kirkpatrick 

Mrs. Cecil Klepfer 

Larry Klepfer 

Henry Klum 

Mrs. Henry Klum 
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Frank Klum 
Mrs. Frank Klum 
James Klum 
Patsy Knowles 

fant ye owe 
Ralph Labertew 
Mrs. Ralph Labertew 
. Mrs. Neva Landers 
Warren Langfitt 
Mrs. Warren Langfitt 
Gertie Lantz 
Minnie Lantz 
Mrs. LeRoy Lanz 
Margarete Law 
Mrs. Cecil Lawrence 
Grace Lawrence 
Betty Lou Lawson 
Mrs. Ira Lawson 
E. M. Leazer 
Mrs. E. M. Leazer 
Robert Lent 
Edward Lent 
E. Ledford 
Mrs. E. Ledford 
Dr. F. B. Leffert 
Mrs. F. B. Leffert 
Fred Leigh 
Mrs. Fred Leigh 
Billie Leigh 
Bobby Leigh 
Mrs. E. J. Leksell 
Marvin Lewis 
Mrs. S. G. Lewis 
Kathryn Lewman 
Van Lewman 
Clarence Liley 
Mrs. Clarence Liley 
Mrs. Clarence H. Lind 
Raymond Lister 
Mrs. Raymond Lister 
Mrs. Gladys Livengood 
William G. Lodwick 


Wauneita McConnell 

Joan McConnell 

Robert McConnell 

Lowell McConnell 

Mrs. Lowell McConnell 

Paul McCord 

Mrs. Paul McCord 

Joan McCord 

Mrs. Emma McCulloch 

Roy McDaniel 

Mrs. Roy McDaniel 

Patricia McDaniel 

Barbara McDaniel 

Mrs. Harry McDaniel 

Mrs. Iva McDonald 

Mrs. Myrtle McElderry 

R. P. McFarland 

Mrs. R. P. McFarland 

Mrs. Cecil McFarland 

Mrs. J. H. McHolland 

Richard McKenzie 

Mrs. Richard McK2nzie 

Jacquetta McKern 

Josephine McKern 
eine BA eee 

Mrs. William Mangnall 

Louise Mangnall 

Mrs. W. C. Main 

Margaret Main 

Isaac Main 

Madeleen Main 

Jim Main 

J. W. Malaney 

Mrs. J. W. Vialaney 

Robert Malmberg 

Mrs. Robert Malmberg 

Regan Marple 

Mrs. Regan Marple 

Leo Martin 

Mrs. Leo Martin 

Carl Martin 

S. A. Martin 


Mrs. William G. Lodwickpr, W. P. Martin 


Martha Ann Lodwick 
Mrs. Ethel Lotridge 
Richard Lowe 
Charles Lowe 

Lucille Lowe 

L. E. Luse 

Mrs. L. E. Luse 
Edward Luse 

Arthur Luther 

Mrs. Arthur Luth2r 


Arjay Lyon 
Mrs. Charles Lowe 


Gaylon McAnnelly 


Mrs. W. P. Martin 
Mrs. A. J. Masters 
Velma Masters 
Helen Masters 
Margaret Mathews 
Mrs. Chloe Mayer 
Mrs. Bert Meadows 
Merle Michels 
Martha Mich2ls 
Twila Mickey 
George Milani 

Mrs. George Milani 
Leola Miller 

F. A. Miller 


Mrs. Gaylon McAnnelly Mrs, F. A. Miller 


Mrs. Ed McClaskey 
Homer McClellan 
Mrs. Homer McClellan 


Dr. W. B. Miller 
Mrs. W. M. Miller 
Mrs. Nellie Miller 
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Marjorie Miller 

Mrs. Ida Miller 

J. W. Millhouser 

Mrs. J. W. Millhouser 

Mrs, Frank Minckier — 

Mrs. Clyde Minor 

Mrs. Celia Mishler 

Mrs. Freda Mishler 

Larry Mishler 

Paul Mishler 

Miss Esther Mitcnell 

Mrs. Virginia Mitchell 

Robert Moffitt 

Mrs. Robert Moffitt 

Mrs. Emma Monroe 

Mary Montgomery 

Allie Moore 

Mrs. J. H. Moore 

Bernard Moore 

Mrs. Bernard Moore — 

E. W. Moore 

Mrs. E. W. Moore 

Irwin Moore 

Mrs. Irwin Moore 

Dillion Moore 

Otto Moore 

Mrs .Otto Moore 

Mrs. R. P. Moore 

Mrs. J. O. More 

Gerald Morfitt 

Mrs. Letha Ann liorris 

Mrs. John Morris 

Mrs. Paul Morris 

Blanche Morris 

Mrs. Earl Morrison 

Raymond Morrison 

Frank Morse 

Clyde Morse 

Natalie Murphy 

Mrs. Ardus Muryshy 

Mrs, Clifford Murphy 

Mrs. Emmett Murray 

camel | 

Mrs. Delia Neff 

Mrs. H. E. Nelson 

Bernadine Nelson 

Herman Nelson 

Mrs. Herman Nelson 

Joe Nelson 

Mrs. Joe Nelson 

Betty Jo Newbold 

Patty Newbold 

C. D. Newby 

Mrs. C. D. Newby 

James Newby 

Richard Newby 

Mrs. Norkey Norkus 


wee, le 
Beulah Ogle 
George Ogle 


Mrs. George Ogle 
Lawrence Ogle 


Tom Olds 


Mrs. Tom Olds 

Robert Olds 

Mrs. June Olson 

Donald Olson 

L. G. Olson 

Mrs. L. G. Olson 

Mrs. Leola Orr 

Robert Stanley Orr 

Mrs. Nettie Orr 

Mrs. Lulu Osterlund 

John Overton 

Mrs. John Overton 
mst, - eee) 

Ralph Packard 

Mrs. Ralph Packard 

Robert Packard 

Mrs. Robert Packard 

Mrs. Victor Parson 

Wendell Parson 

A. M. Peatman 

Mrs. A. M. Peatman 

Mrs. O. E. Perry 

Francis Perry 

Raymond Perry 

Leo Perry 

Mrs. Jda Petefish 

Louise Petefish 

Raymond Petla 

W. P. Pettit 

Mrs. W. P. Pettit 

Fred Pfeiffer 

Mrs. Fred Pfeiffer 

Helen Pfrimmer _ 

Jean Pfrimmer 

Joe Philby 

Mrs. Joe Philby 

Betty Joe Philby 

Zona Phillips 

P. M. Phillips 

Mrs. P. M. Phillips 

Edward Phillips 

Marshall Phillips 

Mrs. Marshall Phillips 

Harry Phillips 


' Mrs. Harry Phillips 


Donald Phillips 

Mrs. Bernice Phillips 
C. C. Phillips 

Vernon Pickering 

Mrs. Vernon Pickering: 
G. H. Pierson 

Chas. Poffenberger, Jr. 
Mrs. Chas. Poffenberger 
Mrs. Laura Porter 


* William Porter 


Mrs. William Porter 
E. A. Powers 
Mrs. E. A. Powers 
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Edward Powers 

Mrs. Edward Powers 

Mrs. Mae Powers 

Everett Pownall 

Mrs. Everett Pownall 

Richard Pownall 

Dr. William Province 

Mrs. William Province 

Verne Price 

Mrs. Verne Price 

Clara Pullman 

Mrs. Fred Pullman 

Mrs. Don Pullman 
“Aah. Paks 

Grace Rachford 

Albert Randle 

Mrs. Albert Randle 

Bernard Ranes 

Bert Ranes 

Mrs. Etta Raney 

Fred Rea 

Mrs. Fred Rea 

Emil Read 

Mrs. Emil Read 

Patsy Read 

Mrs. Lily Read 

Mrs. Raymond Reif 

Mrs. Loretta Replogle 

Mrs. Ella Reisner 

Mrs. C. W. Rhea 

Roy Rhinehart 

Mrs. Roy Rhinehart 

Lewis Rhinehart 

Mrs. Lewis Rhinehart 

I. E. Rice 

Mrs. I. E. Rice 

Dr. Granville L. Richey 


Raymond Schlicher 
Doude Scritchfield 
Mrs. Doude Scritchfield 
P. F. Schwenneker 
Mrs. P. F. Schwenneker 
Willis P. Sellers 

Mrs. Willis P. Sellers 
Thomas Simpson 
James Scott 

Mrs. James Scott 
Madge Severs 

Mrs. Carl Shanafelt 
Mrs. E. A. Shanahan 
Glen Shanahan 

Mrs. Glen Shanahan 
Mrs. Joe Shanks 
Mrs. J. E. Sharp 

Mrs. Clyde Shanks 
James Shanks 

Mrs. James Shanks 
Everett Shaw 

S. U. Shearer 

Mrs. S. U. Shearer 
Mrs. J. E. Shoemaker 
Sherman Shore 

Mrs. Sherman Shore 
Ralph Shorts 

Mrs. Ralph Shorts 
Lola Shorts 

Kong Meu Shu 
Edward Shutts 

Mrs. Emma Simmons 
Alex Simpson 

Mrs. Alex Simpson 
Mrs. R. W. Smith 
Marjorie Smith 
Dallas Smith 


Mrs. Granville L. Richey Mrs. Dallas Smith 


Eugene Rinehart 
Mrs. Eugene Rinehart 
Purley Rinker 
Leota Rinker 
Jacob Ritter 
Mrs. Jacob Ritter 
Mrs. Frank Roach 
C. S. Roberts 
Mrs. C. S. Roberts 
Eleanor Roberts 
Eileen Roberts 
Mrs. Hortie Robey 
Mary Rumbaugh 
Juanita Russell 
paightied 
Mrs. Guy Sadaro 
William Sager 
Mrs. William Sager 
Earl] Sales 
Mrs, Earl Sales 
Joe Sayres 
J. E. Schlicher 
Mrs. J. E. Schlicher 


Paul Smith 

Mrs. Paul Smith 
Hilbert Smith 

Mrs. Hilbert Smith 
Marvin Snodgrass 
Mrs. Marvin Snodgrass 
Carolyn Snodgrass 
Lawrence South 

Mrs. Lawrence South 
James South 

Mary Katherine South 
Mrs. Christine Sobieski 
Mrs. Justine Speers 
Mrs. Mollie Spooner 
Mrs. Dorothy Sprague 
Mrs. Louise Spurgeon 
Ralph Stephenson 

Mrs. Ralph Stephenson 
John Stephenson 
Robert Stevens 

Mrs. Robert Stevens 
Dorothy Mae Stevens 
Betty Lou Stevens 
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John Stevenson 
Virginia Sutherland 
Floyd Stewart 

Mrs. Robert Streepy 
Mrs. Charles Sturm 
Curtis Streepy 

Mrs. Curtis Streepy 
Isaac Streepy 

Mrs. Sadie Streepy 
Larry Streepy 

Ted Streepy 

Mrs. Harry S.ceiff 
Warren Streiff 
Orville Stuart 

Mrs. Orville Stuart 
Harold David Stuart 
Mrs. Glenn Stuvoer 
A. H. Stuckey 

Mrs. A. H. Stuckey 
Mrs. J. M. Stuckey 
S. A. Stuckey 
Emma Stuckey 
Bertha Stuckey 
Claude Streepy 
Mrs. Claude Streepy 
Mrs. Zeta Stiverson 
Jack Stiverson 
Richard Stiverson 
Augustus Swafford 


Mrs. John W. Turner 
Merriel Turner 
Mrs. J. L. Turner 

demas cas 
Mrs. Leon Van Dyke 
Mrs. Chester Van Dyke 
Orpha VanNess 
Mrs. Frank Veach 
Paul Veitch 
Mrs. Paul Veitch 
Andrew Venell 
Mrs. Andrew Venell 
Grant Venell 
Mrs. Grant Venell 
William Venell 
Mrs. Mary Vinzant 
Harley Vinzant 
Mrs. Harley Vinzant 
Katherine Vinzant 
Margaret Vinzant 
William Vinzant 
Mrs. 8. A. D. Vinzant 
Mrs. Fred Vought 
Paul D. Vore 
Helena Vore 
Roberta Vore 

ali + + gla 
W. H. Waggoner 
Mrs. W. H. Waggoner 


Mrs. Augustus Swafford Margarete Waggoner 


Russell Swafford 

Mrs. Ethel Swanson 

C. R. Swanson 

Mrs. C. R. Swanson 
Sn HO 

‘Mrs. Anna Talbot 

Earl Talbot 

Mrs. Earl Talbot 

Frank Temple 

Mrs. Betty Jane Temple 

Orval Tharp 

Mrs. Orval Tharp 

Darline Tharp 

Shirley Tharp 

Mrs. Jessie Tharp 

Mrs. Carl Thomas 

June Thomas 

J. W. Thomas 

Mrs. J. W. Thomas 

Ione Thomas 

Mrs. I. B. Thompson 

Clyde Triebswetter 

Mrs. Clyde Triebswetter 

Mrs. M. Triebswetter 

Mrs. Rebecca Trigg 

Harold Trumbull 

Mrs. Harold Trumbull] 

Harold Trumbull, Tr. 

Lester Tull 

Mrs. Lester Tull 

Paul Turner 


Paul Waggoner 
Wayne Waggoner 
Howard Walkup 
Helen Wallace 
George Watson 
May Watson 

Joyce Watson 

Joan Watson 

Mrs. Everett Wehrle 
Albert Wells 

Mrs. Albert Wells 
W. H. Wells 

Mrs. W. H. Wells 
Mrs. Ida B. Wells 
Margaret Wells 
Alice Wertz 

E. O. West 

Mrs. Mae West 
Jasper Lowell Wharton 
Dr. Charles Wheeler 
Dr. Mary Wheeler 
Carolyn S. Whisler 
Noel Whisler 

Mrs. Ross Whisler 
Denny Whisler 
Edwin Whisler 
Mrs. Edwin Whisler 
Mrs. Zelma Whitacre 
Mrs. Edward White 
Della White 

Ed. White 
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Mrs. Ed. White 
Jessie White 
Lucille Whitney 
Julius Whitney 


Mrs, Julius Whitney © 


Connie Whitney 

_ Elizabeth Wicker 
O. A. Wickless 
Mrs. O. A. Wickless 
Otis Wilcutt 

Mrs; Otis Wilcutt 


Ernest Winans 
Milo Winans 
Mrs. Hayes Winsler 


Betty Patrick Winsler 


John Withrow 
Thelma Withrow 
Audrey Withrow 
C. B. Woods 
Mrs. C. B. Woods 
Mrs. Dan Wood 
Herman Woods 


Mrs. Mary E. Wilkinson C, E, Woodin 


Frank Williams 


Mrs. Frank Williams 


Charles Williamson 


Mrs. C. E. Woodin 


‘W. E. Woodin 


Mrs. W. E. Woodin 


Mrs. Charles WilliamsonMrs, Ernest Wolver 


Glenn Williamson 
Arden Wilson 
Mrs. Arden Wilson 
B. A. Wilson 

Mrs. B. A. Wilson 
Mrs. Flora Wilson 
Ed. Winans 

Mrs. Ed Winans 
Frank Winans 
Mrs. Frank Winans 


Mrs. Goldie Worth 
Mrs. John Wright 
Mrs. C. W. Wright 
C. E. Wygant 
Mrs. C. E. Wygant 
ome Y ane 
Mrs. Noel Young 
oy ev 
Harold Zeihr 


CONFIRMATION CLASS OF !946 


Janet DeVore 
Donna Lee Dhority 
Nancy Everman 


Marie Joyce Flowers 


Wayne Flowers 
Harry Bert Frink 
Frank Frink 


Barbara Ann Jones 
Julia Fern King 
Patsy Sue Klum 
Richard Olson 
Patricia Jane Price 
Jerry Price 


Patricia Ann Replogle 
Jonette Replogle 
Sidney Roach 

Myra Leaun Roach 
Kay Lee Sayres 


Sally Jane Frye 

Sandra Dee Gearhart 

Richard Gladfelder 

Rebecca Ann Hawkins 

Judith Hendershot Carole Jeane Shanofelt 

Ronald Yee Jones Judith Ann Shanofeit 
Sue Elaine Shanofelt 


a 


AGQrd4a rr 5 
4935195 


(35) 


tioW booed spac 
fit ~ yak "4 ndot ae 
af shW WO 2M 

tir sy W me "y 


htm hs 


Y bo 2M 
W xaAnsrt 


os 


oe S © 
Hi 
‘> « 


ls. Tatler re 
hrs. Tuell Be eee hs 


New Members Since June 1947 to “May, 1948 


Mrs. Wm. Baggott 
Ralph Bartholomew 


Sylvia Main 
Don Martin 


Mrs. Ralph Bartholomew Mrs. Don Martin 


Cora Lee Brown 


Mrs. Leo Craver 
Mrs. Ralph Craver 
Harold Curry 


Paul Davis 

Mrs. Paul Davis 
Jeanne Ellen Davis 
Russell Dotts 

Mrs. Russell Dotts 


Nancy Everman 
John Elliott 


Dwayne Allen Feight 
Joyce Flowers 
Patricia Followwill 


Joan Gray 
Mrs. Frank Glick 


Bert Hagen 

Mrs. Bert Hagen 
Gladys Lou Hagen 
John David Hagen 
ais. WOlagence [1.34 


Ronald Lee Jones 


Noses 
otra ste 


Mrs. Robert Kay 


Gilbert Morfitt 
Mrs. Gilbert Morfitt 
Delmar Merren 
Mrs. Delmar Merren 


James McMain 
Mrs. James McMain 


Mrs. Edward Phillips 


Marvin Richardson 
Mrs. Marvin Richardson 
Sidney Roach 


Myra Leaunn Roach 


Kay Lea Sayres 

Roy Scott 

Mrs. Roy Scott 
Lottie Swan 

Mrs. Fred Samson 
Bonnie Jean Samson 
Mrs. Mary South 
Harrison South 

Joe Stallcup 

Mrs. Joe Stallcup 


James Edward Thomas 
Jimmy Thomas 


W. O. Wright 
Mrs. W. O. Wright 
Wilford Omar Wright 


Mrs. Harold KirkenbauerIvan Lee Wright 


Lora Lepper 
Mrs. Anna Lisetor 


Harold Mac Wright 
Nancy Wilson 
Robert Wells 


CONFIRMATION CLASS 1947 


Susan Bowdish 
Barbara Ballard 
Eleanor DeVore 
Penelope Hill 
Eloise Fuller 
Sally Frye 
Barbara Jones 
Julia King 


Patsy Sue Klum 

Jerry Price 

Jane Price 

Patricia Replogle 
Jonetta Replogle 
Beverly Rodgers 
Patricia Ann Hedgecock 
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THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 
MEMORIAL FUND 
Oni December 1, 1947 the Official Board voted 
unanimously to establish a Memorial Fund. The 
idea of this fund is that any one desiring to ex- 
press his sympathy to the family of a departed 
loved one may do so by sending his contribution 
to the church secretary. This will be used as the 
trustees direct for a living memorial of the person 


who has passed away. The secretary will imme- 
diately inform the family of the memorial gift. 


There will be a large leather-bound memorial 
book for this purpose. In this book will be a short 
story of the life of the departed. Following this 
record will be the names of those who have ex: 
pressed their sympathy by their contributions. 
The amount of the gifts will not be in the Me- 
morial book but will be kept in a treasurer’s book: 
The section of the Memorial book used in this 
manner will be dedicated to David Greenwood 
who passed away December 1, 1947 and who 
would have been 10 years of age December 8. 


On February 28, 1948 the Official Board of the 
First Methodist Church approved the purchase of 
a large Memorial Book which will include all 
the memoria] gifts to the church. This Memoria] 
Book shall remain on a permanent desk in a 
prominent place in the church and open always to 
the public. 


OUR IMPROVEMENT FUND 


We are pleased to be able to report that plans 
are going forward for the improvement of our 
church property. We have for a Jong time known 
that the interior needs redecorating. The need 
is very real. We know that every member wants 
a clean, well cared for church. We are endeavor- 
ing to raise $6,000, and $3,000 of this amount is 
already subscribed, May 1, 1948. We do not propose 
to do this work until the $6,000 is in. However 
Since the outside work was in such need of re- 
pair we did start that as an emergency measure. 


Here are the things we hope to do. Repair out- 
Side woodwork, repair the roof and where neces- 
Sary makes changes to stop leaks, repair metal 
work, gutters, etc., caulk around door and window 
frames, point up masonry, repair lead and frame- 
work and art windows, repair plastering and re- 
decorate all main auditorium and Sunday school 
room, paint and revarnish where necessary and 
do necessary interior and furniture repair work. 
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THE APPANOOSE COUNTY PROJECT 


The Appanoose County Project was officially 
authorized by the Iowa-Des Moines Conference of 
the Methodist Church June 1, 1947 and is made up 
of a Group Ministry and a Larger Parish. The 
Group Ministry is a cooperative organization of 
all the Methodist Ministers in the county. These 
are: Lester Greenwood, Harold Kirschenbauer, 
Wauneita McConnell, Howard DeVore, and C. B. 
DePuy, of Centerville; Denver Flowers of Union- 
ville, Lacey Thompson of Moulton, J. C. Davis of 
Moravia, and M. R. Gonzalez of Mystic. The Larg- 
er Parish is a unified organization of several 
churches who work together as one church. 
Churches in the Larger Parish are (May 1948): 
Centerville, Iconium, Fairview, Unionville, Plano, 
Brazil, Numa, Simpson, Exline, Zoar, and Sharon, 
The purpose of this organization is to provide ade- 
quate religious leadership and a vital religious 
program for the whole county. This project is 
meeting with good success and perhaps will be an 
example for Methodism throughout the United 
States. . 
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